
MAGAZINES  |  NEWSPAPERS

MULTI-PAGE 
DOCUMENTS

Magazines
Newsletters
Manuals
Programs
Calendars
Newspapers
Newsletters
Catalogs
Handbooks
Directories
Placemats

including

DESIGN 
SERVICES
Your design 
or ours!

Professional



BROCHURES  |  RACK CARDS

1 OR 2-SIDED 
DOCUMENTS

Brochures
Rack Cards
Flyers
Event Tickets
Sideboards
Posters
Signs
Postcards
Mailers
Invitations
Schedules

including



BUSINESS CARDS  |  OFFICE FORMS

OFFICE 
PRODUCTS

Business 
Cards
Letterheads
Envelopes
NCR Forms
Invoices
Statements
Stamps
Checks
Magnets
Continuous 
Forms
Presentation 
Folders
Black & 
White & 
Color Copies

including

Showcase your business in a 
modern and professional manner



PROMOTIONAL BUSINESS MARKETING

MARKETING 
PRODUCTS

Banners
Signs
Decals
sizes from window 
to vehicle

Coffee Mugs 
& Drinkware
Pens/Pencils
Magnets
ID Cards
Lanyards
Table 
Toppers

including

Looking for the perfect business 
marketing item for your customer? 
Need a great giveaway for the next 
business expo? Look no further...

ATTENTION
GETTERS!
Thousands 
of items to 
choose from!



Wednesday Publication:
THE GAZETTE (Circ. 3,700)
Established 1876 
The Gazette is a weekly paid 
circulation newspaper serving the 
county seat of Jefferson, Geneva, 
Saybrook and Ashtabula communities 
in northern Ashtabula County.

Thursday Publication:
THE COURIER (Circ. 2,500)
Established 1992 
The Courier is a weekly paid 
circulation newspaper covering 
Conneaut and Kingsville. This paper 
serves households in the Conneaut 
and Buckeye School Districts.

Friday Publications:
THE NEWS (Circ. 2,100)
Established 1890 
Originally the Orwell Newsletter, this 
weekly paid circulation newspaper 
merged with the Pymatuning News 
(established in 1971) and serves the 
Pymatuning Valley and Grand Valley 
School District in southern Ashtabula 
County.

THE TRIBUNE (Circ. 2,900)
Established 1992 
A weekly paid circulation community 
newspaper serving the residents of 
Madison, Perry and Painesville merged 
with the Lake County Gazette in 2009. 
The Tribune now serves as the weekly 
newspaper for all the residents in 
eastern Lake County.

Monthly Publication:
THE SHORES NEWS 
(Circ. 1,250)
Established 1992 
A monthly paid circulation newspaper 
serving the community association 
of Roaming Shores. The newspaper 
is mailed to approximately 1,250 
association members and other 
subscribers.
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BY MARIAN MCMAHON

Gazette Newspapers

LAKE COUNTY – The Board of 

Commissioners approved a resolu-

tion which was the first step to 

placing an additional levy for the 

Lake County Crime Laboratory on 

the ballot at the Jan. 23.

The resolution, noting the need 

for the levy, requests the Lake 

County Auditor certify the county’s 

current total tax valuation and the 

revenue a 0.4-mills additional tax 

levy would generate.

“As the Board knows, I’ve been 

communicating with it for quite 

some time now, about the needs 

of the Lake County Crime Labora-

tory,” said Lake County Prosecutor 

Charles Coulson.

Since the current levy, passed 

in 1999, covers only half the cost 

for the Crime Lab operations, an 

additional levy is needed.

“The Lake County Crime Labo-

ratory is the most important 

crime-fighting tool we have in the 

photo by Kathy Sandham

Rabbit Run Theater opens the musical “Quilters” at Lake Erie College Friday, Feb. 9. Actors in the 

show include, left to right, Maria Lister Lyons, Evie Koh,  Mim Goloboff, Hannah Williams, Colleen 

O’Leary, Shelbi Guy and Jackie DiFrangia. See story on page 15.

Concord 
Casimir is 

Ready

BY MARIAN MCMAHON

Gazette Newspapers

FAIRPORT HARBOR - Na-

tional School Choice Week was 

celebrated Jan. 21-27 to help pro-

mote the public’s awareness of the 

educational options and programs 

available for students. 

Long gone are the days when 

parents could only choose a private 

school or home schooling instead of 

the local public school. Now there 

are numerous online and alterna-

tive schools which many parents 

believe will serve their children’s 

educational needs better.

Diamond Regional Institute at 

208 3rd St. in Fairport Harbor is a 

new school choice for area parents, 

having just opened in September 

2017.
The founder and owner is Dr. 

Elizabeth Grafious who grew up 

in Fairport Harbor. She had also 

founded a school in Akron for stu-

dents with disabilities and on the 

autism spectrum.

Polly Sue Poppy, who formerly 

taught at several local schools is 

the teacher and curriculum direc-

tor for the Diamond.

“This is a group of students who 

had, for whatever reason - for lack 

of a better word - failure to thrive 

in a traditional educational mod-

el.” Poppy said. “They’re highly 

creative, highly intelligent; they 

are highly sensitive and highly 

intuitive kids.”
She said the students are in-

structed in the core requirements 

of English, science, math and social 

studies, but direct their other edu-

cational studies.

“The majority of our time to-

gether is spent on artistic and 

cultural experiences,” Poppy said. 

“We’re not anti-education. We’re 

not anti-public school. We’re not 

anti- anything, we’re just pro more.

“For some kids that space is too 

confining, and it’s too small and it’s 

too constrictive. So now we have no 

walls and we have no limits.”

The 15 students currently en-

rolled are from ages 8 to 17.

Poppy said parents are smarter 

now about schooling for their chil-

dren when they notice they are not 

Additional Crime Lab levy being 

approved by commissioners
county,” Coulson said. “Without 

the Lake County Crime Labora-

tory, crimes that we do solve and 

are able to prosecute would go un-

solved. It’s clearly a very important 

part of the criminal justice system 

in Lake County.”

He stated the levy, if passed, 

should provide sufficient fund-

ing for the next 10 to 12 years of 

operations.
Board President John Hamer-

check said there were discussions 

about the need to ensure depart-

ments were properly funded, local 

police departments were assured of 

the Crime Lab’s services, the need 

to be able to replace future retirees 

with qualified personnel and have 

enough staff for increases in the 

amount of work needed to be done.

Commissioner Dan Troy stated 

the levy was actually less than 

requested and the voters, who ini-

tially decided to support the Crime 

Lab, would also decide on passage 

of the new levy.

BY BEATRICE SHANNON

Gazette Newspapers
 
MENTOR - Seniors Making 

Connections Through Music is a 

new Lake County program offered 

at several senior centers and 

developed to assist in-home care-

givers with loved ones struggling 

with dementia or Alzheimer’s.

Three area senior centers will 

host the free program this spring: 

Mentor, Willowick and Perry. 

Lake County residents with 

Alzheimer’s or related dementia 

who like music and are able at-

tend with a dedicated caregiver 

for an hour each week are encour-

aged to participate.

“The program provides anoth-

er useful tool for the caregiver to 

help with socializing and keeping 

their loved one active,” said Cris-

ten Kane, director of Willoughby-

Eastlake School of Innovation 

which staffs programs like this 

with needed volunteers.

Kane addressed a group of at-

home caregivers gathered at the 

Mentor Senior Center Jan. 23.

“Research on how music ther-

apy can help those with dementia 

was done by the Benjamin Rose 

Institute (BRI) who developed this 

program. The Lake County Com-

missioners deemed funding for it 

in our area. Lake County is a pilot 

program that BRI hopes to expand 

to other counties,” she said.

Each of the six music sessions 

center around a play list of songs 

keyed to a theme for the day: Cel-

ebration, weather and seasons, 

love, transportation and plants 

and animals. The music is geared 

to the eras of life enjoyed by the 

client - youth into senior years.

For example, one play list has 

Gene Kelly’s 1952 hit, “Singin’ in 

the Rain” as well as “Dancing in 

the Street” by Martha and the 

Vandellas from 1964. The songs 

are lifetime favorites. Some go 

back as far as 1939, such as “Over 

the Rainbow” by Judy Garland.

“We have a lot of fun in each 

session,” Kane said. “Music can 

inspire stories and laughter, 

rhythm and motion.”

The classes provide caregivers 

Music program

developed to help those 

struggling with dementia

Quilters opens at Lake Erie College

Diamond Regional Institute 

offers new educational choice
thriving or managing in a regular 

school. 
She admitted a school like the 

Diamond is not for just any child 

not doing well in school. Their 

students need to be self-starters, 

stay focused, self-direct their 

learning and take ownership of 

their choices.
“It’s not a free-for-all,” Poppy 

said. “Each kid has a personal-

ized learning plan and a portfolio, 

and they gather evidence all week 

and work on the projects that are 

personally meaningful to them. 

They’re also aligned with the state 

standards, because we’re always 

measuring. Everything we do is 

driven by teaching and learning.”

She understands the push by 

many schools to increase the focus 

of learning on science and math for 

the technical jobs in the future. 

However, since not all students 

had those interests or abilities, 

but rather favored the arts, there 

should be a place focused on learn-

ing for them as well.

See EDUCATION on Page 13
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ASHTABULA – Connie Schultz 

grew up on Route 20 on Ashtabu-

la’s West Side.
She went to school where her 

friends were from varied back-

grounds.
She spent hours reading and 

learning in the Ashtabula Public 

Library.
Mix that with a blue-collar 

background, the first in her fam-

ily to go to college, and you have 

a Pulitzer-Prize winning writer, 

recipient of the Ernie Pyle Lifetime 

Achievement Award, a nationally 

syndicated columnist and a profes-

sional in residence instructor at 

Kent State University.

She is also the wife of Sen. Sher-

rod Brown and can be seen often 

as an expert talking on national 

news programs.
Schultz, a 1975 graduate of 

Ashtabula High School, will 

be honored with her name and 

achievements on signs entering 

the city limits, the same as Ohio 

BY ROBERT LEBZELTER

Gazette Newspapers

GENEVA – Saturday’s Geneva 

Winterfest has snowballed into a 

more kids-oriented event.

The downtown Geneva cold-

weather festival will be Saturday, 

Feb. 3, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“We made a real effort to make 

Winterfest more kid-centric. The 

original idea of Winterfest was to 

get people out of the house, shake 

off cabin fever and have a little 

fun. No one needs that more than 

kids,” said Margie Netzel, event 

coordinator. “The Big Lego Build 

Off is a great example of our new 

focus on kids. Bricks 4 Kidz is this 

great company from Erie. They 

bring in a mountain of Legos and 

the kids can play and play with 

them. We’re holding the Big Lego 

Build-Off from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 

the American Legion Hall on Park 

Street.
“The members of the American 

Legion have been wonderful about 

opening the doors to this historic 

building to kids. They will offer 

cookies and coffee for a donation 

downstairs. The Big Lego Build Off 

is sponsored by The City Church 

and UH Geneva Medical Center,” 

she said.
 The City Church is also hosting 

a “reload,” in which kids can get 

fresh school supplies.

Students got supplies in August 

but may have run out of paper, 

pens, pencils and crayons by now.

“I am especially excited about 

the ice carving this year. Instead 

of carving them on Friday night, 

FILE PHOTO

Noah Case rings the bell in the fire truck with the help of Geneva Fire 

Explorer Joe Anastasia at last year’s Winterfest.

Winterfest is this Saturday

Kent State University hospitality 

management students will show 

off their skills and chainsaws and 

carve the ice at Rotary Pavilion 

for everyone to see,” Netzel said. 

“New this year is the Stuff the 

Race Car event, which is so fun. 

Painesville Speedway will stop 

by with a race car and people can 

donate non-perishable food items 

for the Geneva Food Pantry. Get 

a raffle ticket for the chance to 

win amazing Cleveland Cavaliers 

tickets, donated by ASMGi. Raffle 

tickets are one per non-perishable 

food item, or $1 each or $5 for an 

arms’ length.”

See WINTERFEST page 5A

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Connie Schultz

Connie Schultz to be 

honored with city sign

State football coach Urban Meyer.

Schultz first described her re-

action as “stunned,” followed by 

“blown away” by the honor.

She still has siblings in the 

county and her sister, Toni Schul-

tz, an English teacher at Lakeside 

High School, told her there was 

talk about a petition to honor her.

“I did not think anything would 

come of it,” she said.

See SHULTZ page 5A

BY JAN PERALA
Geneva Area City Schools

GENEVA - Geneva Middle 

School’s Read-a-Thon is an annual 

event which encourages students’ 

to read for fun, to learn and to 

lend a hand to local people who 

are in need. 
GMS staff and students set 

text books aside on the day before 

holiday break and pick up novels, 

newspapers, short stories, maga-

zines, essays, plays and poems 

as they participated in the school 

wide Read-a-Thon. 
During each of the academic pe-

riods throughout the day, approxi-

mately 40 minutes were dedicated 

to silent reading. 
The Read-a-Thon, founded by 

GMS Language Arts teacher An-

nah Haeseler more than a decade 

ago, is organized by the GMS 

Steering Committee, and accord-

ing to advisor Alice Herrick, the 

purpose of the popular program 

is to foster a love of reading while 

raising dollars through sponsor-

ships. 
This year, Read-a-Thon partici-

pants collected $2,200 in sponsor-

ships. 
Steering committee officers said 

the funds raised by the Read-a-

Thon helped to fill the cupboards 

at the Geneva Food pantry, helped 

save local lives with a contribution 

to the Community Christmas Card 

project which purchases medical 

equipment for the Critical Care 

Unit at UH Geneva Medical Cen-

ter and provided necessities for 10 

PHOTO BY JAN PERALA FOR GENEVA SCHOOLS

Geneva Middle School students Lily George, Billy Seeds, Katie 

Mirabell, Adina Borcicky (standing) and their classmates perused 

novels, newspapers, short stories, magazines, essays, plays, 

poems, reading to lend a hand to local organizations and GMS 

families experiencing need through their participation in the 

school’s annual Read-a-Thon. The Read-a Thon, founded a decade 

ago by Language Arts teacher Annah Haeseler (standing left), 

was organized by the school’s Steering Committee officers with 

guidance by Advisor Alice Herrick (right). 

Geneva Middle School Read-a-Thon Fundraiser 

helps local organizations and local people

area families who were experienc-

ing hardship during the holiday 

season.
“As a Steering Committee, we 

want to do all we can to help those 

in need,” President Billy Seeds 

said. “We believe any amount 

makes a difference and the Read-

a-Thon strengthens our reading 

skills and strengthens the com-

munity.”
GMS Steering Committee offi-

cers are Seeds, Katie Mirabell and 

Lily George.

BY ROBERT LEBZELTER

Gazette Newspapers

SAYBROOK TOWNSHIP – 

Ashtabula Area City Schools Su-

perintendent Dr. Melissa Watson 

said Tuesday she will continue to 

perform her duties as per her con-

tract with the Board of Education 

and state statute, even though the 

board Monday night voted not to 

renew the pact, ending her employ-

ment in 17 months.
“I’m proud of the progress and 

achievements of this school district 

that I am privileged to be a part 

of, and I will continue to give 100 

percent to my job,” Watson said.

After two executive sessions 

lasting about 90 minutes, board 

member James Brady Sr. initi-

ated a resolution not to re-employ 

Watson.
It was approved unanimously.

Watson asked at the meeting 

why such action was taken, and 

Board President Christine Seuffert 

declined to comment.

The resolution states, “The 

Ashtabula BOE votes to not 

renew superintendent’s contract
Ashtabula Area City Schools Board 

of Education has determined that 

it would be in the best interests 

of the AACS District that the 

employment of Melissa D. Watson 

as Superintendent of the AACS 

District not be continued past 

her current contract term which 

expires on July 31, 2019.”

The board also decided not to 

allow Watson to handle employee 

negotiations and contracted with 

retired Superintendent Joseph 

Donatone.
The board passed two resolu-

tions unanimously on the subject:

“The Ashtabula Area City 

Schools Board of Education does 

not believe it is in the district’s 

best interests that Superinten-

dent Melissa D. Watson serve on 

the negotiating team(s) for the 

Ashtabula Area City Schools Board 

of Education and that her role with 

respect to the negotiations of the 

collective bargaining agreements 

be limited ...”

See BOE page 12A
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PHOTO BY MARTHA SOROHAN
The City of Conneaut Finance 
Office has posted notices at the 
north and south lobby entrances 
of City Hall reminding 2018 
taxpayers what documents are 
needed when filing income tax 
at the third floor Finance Office 
window.  

Men show off their culinary talents for a good cause - 1B
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By MARTHA SOROHANGazette Newspapers
JEFFERSON – In a closed 

hearing on Jan. 17, Ashtabula 
County Common Pleas Court 
Judge Marianne Sezon approved 
motions to authorize spending up 
to $20,000 to hire two experts to 
help the defense prepare its capi-
tal murder case against Joshua 
Gurto of Conneaut.Gurto, 37, pleaded not guilty 

Court Okays Special Defense Experts for Joshua Gurto Case

in November to charges of rape 
and murder of 13-month-old Se-
renity Blankenship Sutley, his 
girlfriend’s daughter, on Oct. 7 in 
a Clark Street apartment. Gurto fled the city on foot 

after being questioned by police 
about his involvement in the 
incident and became the subject 
of a nationwide manhunt.The search ended in the early 

hours of Oct. 27 after he was 
spotted walking across a Sheetz 
parking lot by a Franklin Park 
Borough, Pa., officer.During Gurto’s preliminary 

hearing Nov. 19 in Ashtabula 
County Common Pleas Judge 
Tom Harris’ courtroom, the case 
was assigned to Judge Sezon.

Joshua Gurto of Conneaut.

At the Jan. 17 hearing – 
postponed from Jan. 5 -- court 
records show that Sezon ap-
proved defense motions filed 
Dec. 15 to authorize the hiring of 
a mitigation expert and private 
investigator to assist the defense 
in preparing its case. Gurto was found indigent.

Keith King, an investigator 
with Universal Research, will be 
paid $125 per hour, and mitiga-
tion specialist Robert A. Dixon 
will be paid $100 per hour, plus 
“reasonable expenses.” Court documents note that 

the “services” of King and Dixon 
are “reasonably necessary for 

PHOTO BY MARTHA SOROHAN

Conneaut Public Library Adult Program Coordinator Kathy Altman 

adds a suggestion to a “library is community” list during Monday’s 

two-hour brainstorming session among ICAN library staff and 

Conneaut Public Library patrons, and graduate students from 

Carnegie Mellon University. The students are developing an app to 

enhance library services.

By MARTHA SOROHANGazette Newspapers
CONNEAUT – Not one of 

the four graduate students in 
Entertainment Technology from 
Carnegie Mellon University had 
ever heard of Conneaut, much 
less set foot in it, before spending 
an afternoon at Conneaut Public 
Library on Monday. But unlike most library pa-

trons, they did not come to borrow 
books, books on tape, or use the 
computers. Theirs was an educa-
tional trip, step two in a semester 
project to develop an app for Con-
neaut Public Library and its five 
sister “ICAN” libraries to enhance 
its service to the community.“We want to encourage a con-

versation about what they need 
and what they want, a ‘transition 
design’ to engage the community 
for social change,” said grad stu-
dent Jacob Rosenbloom.A connection between Joe Zap-

pitello, director of Harbor-Topky 
Library in Ashtabula, and Carn-
egie Mellon’s John Balish, liaison 
with schools, linked the students 
to Ashtabula County for their next 
project.

Students in the two-year En-

Carnegie Mellon  “Dream Team” Comes to Conneaut With App In Hand
Grad students to develop app 
for Conneaut Public Librarytertainment Technology graduate 

program spend one of the four-
semesters at a “boot camp” to 
learn project basics before going 
out into the field to design three 
semester-long projects.Working through a grant from 

the Claude Worthington Benedum 
Foundation of southwest Pennsyl-
vania, Balish finds clients whose 
needs challenge the students, to 
come up with solutions.About 12 to 18 clients “wanted 

attention,” said Carnegie Mel-
lon faculty member Shirley Sal-
damarco, who made the trip to 
Conneaut as a “support” person 
to grad students project producer 
Moa Ao, Roxy Wang, Shelley 
Huang, and Rosenbloom. A fifth 
student, Lucas Luo, was unable 
to make the trip.“The faculty puts the teams of 

students together, based on the 
client interest and the students’ 
skills, but they are in charge,” she 
said. “I like to call them a ‘dream 
team.’”

For about two hours Monday 
afternoon, Rosenbloom led a 
discussion among staff from four 
of Ashtabula County’s six ICAN 

By MARTHA SOROHANGazette Newspapers
CONNEAUT - To make it 

easier for local taxpayers enter-
ing Conneaut City Hall to file 
taxes in the third floor Finance 
Office, the Finance Office has 
posted notices at the north and 
south lobby entrances of City Hall 
reminding taxpayers what docu-
ments will be needed once they 
reach the Finance Office window. 

However, as Conneaut Income 
Tax Director Vickie Jackson 
notes, not everyone reads it.“I sent three people home 

today who did not have all the 
forms,” she said on Tuesday. 
“They just don’t read.”The signs instruct taxpayers 

that when filing with the City of 
Conneaut, they must take copies 
of all W-2s, 1099s, applicable 

federal schedules plus a copy of 
their federal tax filing form 1040.

“We’re requiring that because 
of House Bill 5, which the State 
of Ohio passed last year. City 
Council passed an ordinance to 
that effect to match the state 
law,” said Conneaut’s Income Tax 
Vickie Jackson.Winners of gambling and 

lotteries are reminded that win-
nings are taxable. Every employed Conneaut 

resident 18 and older is required 
to file a local income tax return 
even if no tax is due. Open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

weekdays, the Finance Office will 
accept payments in check, money 
order, debit or credit card. Cash payments are not ac-

cepted.
Nor is the Finance Office set 

up to accept electronic filings.

Let Income Tax Season Begin
Persons filing state and federal 

taxes electronically must mail 
their local returns – the Finance 
Office’ preferred filing method – 
or file in person.Those who file after this year’s 

filing deadline of Tuesday, April 
17, will be charged a $50 late 
filing fee on top of any tax owed. 

 “The sooner they file, the bet-
ter,” said Jackson, who reports 
that residents have begun filing 
local income tax. Persons unable to pay taxes 

owed the city should call the 
Conneaut Finance Department 
at 593-7416 to make payment 
arrangements. 

Kingsville Township will reimburse residents for plow-damaged mailboxes….see page 4A

Port Authority prepares for 2018 boating season…see page 4A

Beach Glass Art Display opens at Conneaut Public Library..see page 8A

ACBF Announces 2018 Hall of Fame Inductees….see page 9A

Steve Bruner Coming to “Cupid’s Comedy Corner”….see page 15A
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BY DORIS COOKGAZETTE NEWSPAPERS
W I L L I A M S F I E L D . - S n o w y weather coupled with rain this week halted repairs on the Williamsfield Township Road Dept. garage. Last week crews with JC Cole Builders of Andover moved equipment and materials in to the site to begin work on the building from the F2 tornado that swept through the community on Nov. 5.

“We are taking advantage of 

Tornado damaged Williamsfield Township road garage getting fixed

PHOTOS BY DORIS COOKJake Cole, owner of JC Cole Builders in Andover with his crew including Kreg Hutchison and Brian Tauch took advantage of good weather a week ago as they began repairs on the Williamsfield Township Road Garage on Route 322. Damage was caused by the Nov. 5 tornado which hit the township and surrounding areas.

good weather,” said Jake Cole, company owner last week as work began by his employees.Sunny weather and no rain helped a couple days for replacing an overhead door on the west side of the building. More work to replace damaged siding and doors on the south side and some 
See DAMAGED pg 18A

See WWII pg 18A

See CHAMBER pg 5A

BY LAUREN LOCKEGAZETTE NEWSPAPERS

ANDOVER – At 90 years old Andover resident Bernard Ba-ranowski has a lot to look back on over the years, especially his life at age 17.
According to Baranowski that was the age he was shipped over to Okinawa, Japan just two months after joining the Navy Seabees with his four brothers.“They sent us to California for training and then boarded us on a ship,” said Baranowski. After arriving in Okinawa Baranowski said he was put to work driving a truck at a 

PHOTO BY LAUREN LOCKEAndover res ident  Bernard Baranowski holds up a banner that was recently made for his 90th birthday. According to Baranowski the banner includes a photograph of him at age 17 while serving for the Navy Seabees during World War II.

Andover resident looks back on his time serving during WWII
construction battalion and per-formed work such as road work or hauled sea choral that was used to make concrete.“I had a lot of experiences over there,” said Baranowski. “I met a lot of people and every-body had a skilled trade. I was the youngest in the outfit but I also saw a lot of kids probably 18 or 20 years old go into the war. I also experienced kids in our outfit getting killed.”When Baranowski and the rest of the men he served with finished their work in Okinawa he said everyone seemed ready to go further into Japan but ended up being held up by Presi-dent Truman so that the atom bomb could be dropped.“If they hadn’t done that there would have been people killed on both sides,” said Ba-ranowski. “It was also a good thing because I wouldn’t be here today.”

BY DORIS COOK
GAZETTE NEWSPAPERS

ORWELL-Grand Valley Cham-ber of Commerce reelected officers for 2018 took their oath of office at Orwell Village Hall this past Tues-day evening as part of a very busy agenda to cover. Village Council-man Dwight Johnson swore in the officers including President Bob 

Grand Valley Area Chamber officers promote busy year

PHOTOS BY DORIS COOKOrwell Vil lage Councilman Dwight Johnson (at right) gives the oath of office to Grand Valley Chamber of Commerce members at their  Tuesday evening, Jan. 27 meeting this week. Taking the oath are (from left) second Vice President Ken Herbster, Treasurer Annette Herbster, President Bob Denihan, first Vice President Stuart Walker, and Secretary Gwen Biennas.
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JEFFERSON-Roaming Shores 

resident John E. Martin, the former 

treasurer of the Rome Rock As-

sociation board, was indicted by 

the Ashtabula County grand jury 

of two felony (F4) counts and two 

misdemeanor charges The felony 

charges are related to assaulting 

two Shores Police Department of-

ficers last Sept. 28 during an arrest 

warrant. The misdemeanor charg-

es involve menacing by stalking 

and resisting arrest all filed in late 

2017 in Western County Court.

If convicted on the felony 

charges in the county’s Common 

Pleas Court trial, Martin, whose 

home is listed at 225 Rome Terrace 

Road, can face up to 18 month in 

prison, according to County Pros-

ecutor Nick Iarocci.

Martin’s misdemeanor charges 

are related to his encounter with a 

Shores resident, William Badwell, 

reportedly about an RRA-related 

zoning issue. He was arrested af-

ter Badwell reported the incident 

to local village police saying he 

“feared for his life.” 

Martin was arrested on the mis-

demeanor charges and taken to the 

Ashtabula County Jail in Jefferson.

BY LAUREN LOCKE

Gazette Newspapers

ROAMING SHORES – Up until 

accepting a position as Village of 

Roaming Shores newest police 

chief a couple weeks ago, the idea 

of someday retiring from Orwell 

Police Department was William 

Roskos’ main plan for the future. 

“I truly saw myself retiring 

from Orwell, so this was unex-

pected, to say the least,” said 

Roskos regarding his new position. 

“I was working part-time Sunday 

evenings for Roaming Shores and 

then they actually sought me out 

on this position.”
Now that his plans have 

changed, Roskos said he will be 

utilizing 23 years of prior experi-

ence at Orwell Police Department 

as he begins the year working for 

Roaming Shores.
By doing so, Roskos said he 

will be working hard to provide a 

service to the village as he is able, 

while helping keep everyone safe.

“As 12 years patrol sergeant, 

one of the best aspects is that we 

made it without our officers injured 

or without any lawsuits,” said Ros-

kos. “I’d like to see the same thing 

in my next ten years here.”

Besides these goals, Roskos 

said that he also hopes to have the 

department available as much as 

they are able.
“We’re going to do the best we 

can within our budget,” said Ros-

kos. “I know people would like to 

see 24/7 coverage and we’re going 

to do whatever we can to provide 

that.”
In the future, Roskos said he 

ATTENTION 
BOATERS

Mandatory boater education 

is required for any person born 

on or after Jan. 1, 1982, who will 

operate a powerboat greater than 

ten horsepower.

BY DORIS COOK

Gazette Newspapers

ROAMING SHORES - The 

STARS Committee is winding up 

details for Winter Fest activities set 

for Saturday, Feb. 17. 

It will be Movie Afternoon 

starting at 1 p.m. with a “surprise” 

film being shown for families at-

tending as part the day’s activities 

planned. There will be free pop-

corn, hot chocolate and cookies 

to enjoy.
For the younger set, there will 

be a few outdoor activities weather 

permitting, said Jen Addair, com-

mittee member. 
The committee welcomes vol-

unteers to step up and help with 

the afternoon event.

The STARS Committee is hav-

ing one more meeting to finalize 

details at 6 p.m. Feb. 7 at the RRA 

Clubhouse. 
If you plan to help out for 

Winter Fest, stop in at the Feb. 7th 

meeting.

Winter Fest 

2018 is coming 

up Feb. 17

Village of Roaming Shores discuss a 

lease agreement with County Metroparks

Martin indicted 

on multiple 

felony charges

John E. Martin

BY LAUREN LOCKE

Gazette Newspapers

ROAMING SHORES – Discus-

sion over a lease agreement with 

the Ashtabula County Metroparks 

for a parking lot through Ordi-

nance 679-11-17 was one of sev-

eral discussions brought up and 

approved during the Village of 

Roaming Shores’ regular council 

meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 16, at the 

Village Hall.
According to Village Admin-

istrator Kevin Grippi, the council 

will be looking at where to start 

clearing.
He also said that they are open 

to options in regards to boulevard 

maintenance and beautification 

with a suggestion of having a part-

time person that could cut grass 

and help the utility department 

with smoke testing wastewater 

lines during the summer months.

Grippi said that, despite rumor, 

some of the trees in that area are not 

dead and further noted that they 

could cause damage to cars when 

backing up.
Upon this discussion, John Lin-

demann suggested hanging plants 

between trees while bringing in 

someone to water them.

Other topics of importance at 

the meeting included the trea-

surer’s report for the month, which 

has nothing out of the ordinary 

but could change as emergencies 

happen this time of year with the 

weather.
For the Mayor’s report, Jennie 

S. D’Amicone said she is look-

ing forward to the opportunities 

she will have ahead this year in 

Roaming Shores, asked everyone 

to be patient as she gets adjusted, 

talked about how she is available 

for new ideas and to support the 

community and said she is glad 

to be working together with the 

village and RRA. She encouraged 

everyone to get involved with 

volunteering on the board, within 

sub-committees and during social 

activities.
Following D’Amicone, Rome 

Rock Association Liaison Shawn 

Mayor Jennie S. D’Amicone, Village Solicitor Kyle Smith and Ed Koziol going over business on Tuesday, 

Jan. 16, during the Village of Roaming Shores’ regular council meeting. PHOTO BY LAUREN LOCKE

PHOTO BY LAUREN LOCKE

Village of Roaming Shores newest police chief William Roskos is 

pictured on Tuesday, Jan. 23, next to his department vehicle.

Roaming Shores welcomes 
William Roskos as village police chief

would also like to develop services 

in the summer for boat control as 

they’ve been developing a routine 

for it, as well as see more people 

coming together in the area.

“I’d like to see some community 

programs expanded,” said Roskos. 

Originally Roskos said he had 

been considering a different field 

before settling on a position in law 

enforcement.
“I was looking for a position 

with the Department of Natural 

Resources and it’s a very tough 

field to get into,” said Roskos 

regarding his interest for hunting 

and fishing. “I kind of side tracked 

it to better my chances and then 

it became way cooler to be in law 

enforcement.” 
These side-tracked opportuni-

ties, Roskos said, included his at-

tendance in 1993 at a basic police 

officer training academy through 

Western Reserve Institute in War-

ren, as well as time at Kent State 

University where he obtained his 

Associate of Arts degree in Crimi-

nal Justice in 1997.
After that, Roskos said he had 

the pleasure of working in Orwell, 

which included two years as part-

time, nine years as patrol officer 

and then at the end 12 years as 

patrol sergeant.
“I enjoyed the comradery of the 

guys I worked with,” said Roskos.

Now that he will be in a new 

setting, Roskos said he plans to 

spend some time getting to know 

the administrative aspect of his po-

sition and what goes along with it. 

“It’s going to be a new adven-

ture,” said Roskos.

Morris extended a warm welcome 

to the new mayor and council 

members, explained that he is 

committed to fostering a good re-

lationship with them and to work 

on issues, said they have been 

busy snow plowing and talked 

about the lake level being high in 

which he said there was a good 

communication over as to prevent 

flooding.
Morris also answered a question 

about their new side boom mower 

which after consultation confirmed 

it is a newly redone 1997 John 

Deere 660 with a seven-foot boom, 

controls everything one handed 

and will be arriving in two weeks. 

After Morris, Kristen Fortune 

delivered a police report on behalf 

of the department in which she an-

nounced 42 total calls this month, 

with one overdose. 

When Fortune was finished, 

the council voted and approved to 

have Mark Reighard as President 

Pro Tem, as well as held commit-

tee reports.
Reports for this month included 

Planning/Zoning with Grippi, 

which right now he said just in-

volves their continual discussion 

over a building project in the area 

which he said now involves an 

idea from the person regarding 

condominiums.

See MARTIN page 6

See LEASE page 6

Roaming Shores 

Village Council meetings

Wednesday, Feb. 7

7 p.m. - Planning Commission 

Meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 13

7 p.m. - Council Worksession

Tuesday, Feb. 20

6 p.m. - Safety Committee Meeting

6:30 p.m. - Finance Committee

7 p.m. - Village Council Meeting

All meetings are held at the Village 

Hall, located at 2500 Hayford Road, 

Roaming Shores, Ohio
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